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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Address: - 215 Union Street, Sghenectady, Scheneccudy Couﬂty,

New Yorlk.

Present Quner First Presbyierian Church,
and Occunant: '

Pregent Use: Church,

PART T, UISTORICAL INFORMATION
&, Original and subsequent owmers: First Presbyterian Church.

B. Date of Erection: The cornerstone was laid July 3, 1809,
and the front vag presumnsbly finished a 1lttle later.

C. Notes on alterations and additions: The churceh was greatly
enlarged in 1834 and 183G, '

D. Sowrces of Informetion: Higtoric Bulldings in Downtown
Schenectady, booklet (Schenectady: Committee on Historic iarkers,
Schenectady County Historical Sociely, 196L), pp. 10-11.

§ 1T, ARCHITECTURATL INTORLIATTON

s

4. General Statement
1. Architectural cheracter: The front (which is the only
part described here) is of the early 19th century, with fine Adam-siyle
details,

2. Condition of fabric: Good.

B. Technical Description of Ixierior

i, Over-all dimensions: Central portion sbout 36' wide;
whole aboub 63' wide. O“‘glﬁul oovtlon is aoouu 12Y in depth. Tvwo
stovics, High facade with lovezr sings, centzel tover,

2. Foundations: Brick. Oac goldier course gbove grade.

3. lall construction: Brick., Flemish bond. Seven courses
190 hlgh 2-1/8" x 3-3/8" x 7-5/8", varying somewhal; salmon colored
vrick. lMorter joinbs have been repointed in modern times. Brick
quoins t corners of central portlon,



FIRST PRESBY{ERIAN CHURCH
HABS No. WY~3286 (Poge 2)

4. Entrance: Three-~-bey wood frontispiece against wall, below
Pslladian window and integrefed with it. Fluted Greeck Ionic pilasters
and ‘three-piece enteblature, with delicate coved brackets in bed mold-
ing. Central bay has a porch extending forward with fluted Greek Ionic
colums {very slight entasis) and open pediment. Doorway hes side
lights and transom light.

5, Two gide windows: Harble sills, marble lintels with
corner blocks, fluting, central panel with urn carved in very low
relief, Palladisn window over entrance has wood trim. Fluted
pilasters, tobacco-leafl capitals, reeded and fluted frieze, cornice
with modillions. Archivolt and “Keystone! in shape of console,
Semicireular window in gable.

&. Roof: viood cornice. Main cornice simple. Cornice of
porch ané wings is three-plece entablature. Delicate coved brackeis
in ped molding,

7. Tower: A tower of f{our stages is on center somevhat Lo
rear of the facade, visivle above roof and of wood. Lover stage;
square, of vertical flush boarding, cagped by simple cornice.

Stage IT; agusre, slightly smaller,of {lush vertical voerding with
small, simple cornice and paneled parapel, pedestals at the corners.
Stage II1:; octagonal, arched. Doric capital-type impost, molded archi-
vol%, "Keystone.” Plein frieze and bracketed cornice of late 19th

-century charecter. Stege IV; high slate-~covered spire, flowing out

considerably at pottom; terminating in finisl.

8. Trim: The whole is painted off-whiite with gilded finial.
Slates are light gray.

9. Winge of facade: One story. XHach hes rectengulor-
headed doorway with carved merble panel (fringed by brick)} over.
Roof 1is of shed form, sioping tovard front, with & half pediment al
the side, Brick on sides is American bond, with headers every fourth
course,

hind

1. Orientation: Feces south, set bac]
Unlon Street.

¢ ebout 350" from

L

2. dnclosurss: Cest and wrought iron {ence at entrsncc Lo

Jard on Unlon Streed,

3. alks, drivevweys: Originelly the zpproach to the church,
from Union Street, was through a nerrow lane bebween buildings (vhich
have now been lorgely removed ),

4. Lendscaping: Church yard with numerous funeral monuments.
Prepared by Herley J. ieKee, Archibect

Netional Peri Service
eptember 1262,



